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Study in John
Encounters with Jesus
John 4:1–54 (ESV)
1
Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and baptizing more disciples than John
2
(although Jesus himself did not baptize, but only his disciples),
3
he left Judea and departed again for Galilee.
4
And he had to pass through Samaria.
5
So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph.
6
Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour.
7
A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.”
8
(For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.)
9
The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no
dealings with Samaritans.)
10
Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him,
and he would have given you living water.”
11
The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water?
12
Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.”
13
Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again,
14
but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a
spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
15
The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.”
16
Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.”
17
The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’;
18
for you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband. What you have said is true.”
19
The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet.
20
Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship.”
21
Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the
Father.
22
You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews.
23
But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is
seeking such people to worship him.
24
God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”
25
The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.”
26
Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he.”
27
Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with a woman, but no one said, “What do you seek?” or, “Why
are you talking with her?”
28
So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to the people,
29
“Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?”
30
They went out of the town and were coming to him.
31
Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.”
32
But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.”
33
So the disciples said to one another, “Has anyone brought him something to eat?”
34
Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to accomplish his work.
35
Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, then comes the harvest’? Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are
white for harvest.
36
Already the one who reaps is receiving wages and gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together.
37
For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’
38
I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.”
39
Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me all that I ever did.”
40
So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them, and he stayed there two days.
41
And many more believed because of his word.
1

They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know
that this is indeed the Savior of the world.”
43
After the two days he departed for Galilee.
44
(For Jesus himself had testified that a prophet has no honor in his own hometown.)
45
So when he came to Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him, having seen all that he had done in Jerusalem at the feast. For they too
had gone to the feast.
46
So he came again to Cana in Galilee, where he had made the water wine. And at Capernaum there was an official whose son was ill.
47
When this man heard that Jesus had come from Judea to Galilee, he went to him and asked him to come down and heal his son, for
he was at the point of death.
48
So Jesus said to him, “Unless you see signs and wonders you will not believe.”
49
The official said to him, “Sir, come down before my child dies.”
50
Jesus said to him, “Go; your son will live.” The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and went on his way.
51
As he was going down, his servants met him and told him that his son was recovering.
52
So he asked them the hour when he began to get better, and they said to him, “Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him.”
53
The father knew that was the hour when Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live.” And he himself believed, and all his household.
54
This was now the second sign that Jesus did when he had come from Judea to Galilee.
42

Why did Jesus leave Judea?

As Jesus made His way from Judea to Galilee, He “had to” go through Samaria. Why was this?

Application: This is always the way it is in the spiritual realm. Jesus comes to us first. If left to ourselves, we would leave Jesus
sitting on the edge of the well forever. But He comes to us and initiates the conversation. He breaks through to our hearts. He
draws us. You may think you were looking for God, but in reality, it was He who chased you down. What is your experience with
Jesus?
Verse 6 What human attributes of Jesus are seen here

How does Jesus, a Jew, feel about the Samaritan woman?

Note: The racial and cultural (not to mention theological) barriers present at this encounter were significant. By tradition, a rabbi
would not speak with a woman in public—even his own wife. It was also very unusual for a Jewish person of that time to ask a
favor of a Samaritan. Hardly any Jew would have accepted a drink from a Samaritan’s cup. Jesus’ request genuinely surprised the
woman.
Application: Who are the Samaritans in your world? Who are the people that Christians don’t seem to want to have anything to do
with? Our Lord’s willingness to cast aside racial, gender, cultural, and theological barriers serves as a model for us.

In verses 10-15 What did Jesus mean by living water?

Up through verse 15, how would you characterize the conversation between Jesus and the woman?
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How does the conversation change in verse 16?

Application: Jesus knew everything there was to know about this Samaritan woman. He saw into her heart. Do you realize that He
also sees into your heart? He knows all that you have done. He sees your every thought…and He still loves you!
Incomprehensible!!
How/why does the conversation change in verse 19?

Verses 21-24 How did Jesus respond to the woman’s change in conversation?

Note: The woman thought she was okay with God because she was doing the right things. She was following the religious
traditions of the Samaritans—and she was deceived. Jesus opened her eyes to the Truth.
Verses 25 & 26 It is interesting that the first-time Jesus identifies himself as the Messiah, He does so to a Samaritan woman!
Application: Based on Jesus’ model, how should we approach our “Samaritans”? When the opportunity arises, in an engaging
manner, based on truth, educate them, gently confront, etc.
Verses 31-32 When the surprised disciples returned and urged Jesus to eat something, how did He respond?

What does Jesus mean in v. 35?

Application: The Samaritan woman sowed and Jesus reaped the harvest. Teamwork is the nature of evangelism. Most often when
people come to the Savior it involves the combined efforts of several people. Who did the sowing and reaping in your life?
What observations can you make about the faith of the Samaritans?

What lessons in evangelism can we learn from this passage?

Application: Make a top-ten list of people you know who need Jesus. Pray that their hearts would be open to the Lord. Pray that
God would give you the opportunity to interact with them and share your testimony.

Verses 43-54: Jesus Heals
Why did the Galileans welcome Jesus?

A royal official, a Gentile living in Capernaum, hears that Jesus is at Cana. His son is at the point of death. How would you describe
this man’s attitude?
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Verse 48 The Lord’s response to the royal official is puzzling—almost disturbing—but the word translated “you” is plural, not
singular. Jesus was speaking to the Galileans—not just the royal official.
What sets the official apart from the Galileans who also are also looking for a miracle?

How did God use adversity in the life of the official?

Application: God often uses adversity so that we must come to Him as our only hope. That’s exactly where God wants us—at the
feet of Jesus acknowledging our total dependence on Him. What has caused you to become desperate for Jesus in your life?
What other lessons can we learn from this royal official?
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